East Central District League Play Changes

Announcement: The East Central (EC) District Board adopted several measures which

will have an impact on the 2009/2010 EC Season for League Play. Please
communicate this information throughout your club.

The most significant change is the creation of a Fall/Spring League-Play opportunity for
the U11/U12 Classic level (Co-Ed & Girls). Please discuss this with your U11/U12 teams as
soon as possible. Teams will need to declare by Monday, August 10th, 2009 if they intend
to play during the Fall of 2009 --- for more info see page 3 below

Rationale for making changes: feedback received over the last several years indicates that EC

needs to provide more flexibility and options for matching player’s and family’s commitment to
soccer and a player’s’ ability.

Changes adopted for 2009/2010: a group was commissioned at the November 2008 EC District
Strategic Planning Meeting to look at creating more options and flexibility in League-Play schedules.
Coming out of that process the following changes were adopted at the June 2009 EC District Board
Meeting:

1. To better align with the rest of the State (and Regional) soccer organizations
a. The designations of National, World and American will be dropped
b. Designations of A, B and C will be adopted for 2009/2010

2. To allow more flexibility in the amount of soccer played in the summer months:

a. League-Play for all leagues will end by the 4t of July (exception for HS Girls explained on
page 2 below)

b. An optional “East Central July Series” will have a 3 game minimum and will play on
regular nights of play (specific details to be announced in October/November) ---
allowing teams that want League Play in July to continue, and allowing teams that don’t
want League Play in July to stop.

c. Teams will declare intent to play in the EC July Series in by April 1* of the same year

d. Spring League-Play will begin during the last week of April (as current)

3. A Fall/Spring league was created for U11/U12. If the concept is successful it may be expanded
to U13/U14 in the future. No teams will be forced to play in the “A” league. (See page 3 for
more info)

The following pages provide more information about U11/U12
Information about all age groups can be found @:
http://www.eastcentralsoccer.org/Info/PDF/ECSeasonChanges0910.pdf
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2009-2010 Classic League Schedule
U11-U12(Co-Ed & Girls)
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U11-U12 Classic Girls & Co-Ed

1. “A” league

a.
b.

Season will play in the Fall and Spring (approximately 14 - 16 games total)
Open to current National , World & American teams that want more soccer - participation is
voluntary
League may be grouped or split by ability, geography or age depending on the number, location
and ability of teams
Fall Season will consist of 6 games scheduled over an 8 week period from the weekend after
Labor Day to end of October
i. The primary time period for scheduling games is Sunday afternoon. However, there is no
restriction on scheduling games on Saturdays (or weeknights as daylight allows) to schedule
around conflicts afternoons and possibly a few Sundays
ii. Each team will be allowed two (2) “blackout” play-dates to accommodate Fall tournaments
Spring Season will run in parallel to B & C leagues, from last week of April thru end of June (~9-
10 games over a 10 week period). Nights of play in the Spring will remain unchanged from
previous years http://www.eastcentralsoccer.org/Info/PDF/NightsOfPlay.pdf
A, B & Clevel teams are eligible to participate in EC July Series -- need to commit to the July
Series by April 1%, 2010 (or declare no interest)

2. “B” League (intended for National level teams that do not want to play in “A”

a.
b.

Season will run from last week of April thru end of June (~9-10 games over 10 weeks)
Open to participate in EC July Series -- need to commit to the July Series by April 1%, 2010 (or
declare no interest)

3. “C” League (intended for World/American level teams that do not want to play in “A”)

a.

b.

Season will run from last week of April thru end of June (~9-10 games over 10 weeks)

Open to participate in EC July Series -- need to commit to the July Series by April 1st, 2010 (or
declare no interest)
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Fall 2009 Timeline/Sequence of Events for U11/U2 A League

August 10" --- Declare interest in playing in “A Level”
1. Load the team into the new « League One » organizer
a. Note: Please contact your Club Registrar ASAP if you are interested, League One is a new
software that is being adopted State-wide for all Districts, Clubs and Teams. The expectation is
that a significant learning curve will be involved so please allow enough time
b. League One will call for all of the information indicated in point 2 below
2. E-mail the EC Admin Assistant (Sue Ann) administrativeassistant@eastcentralsoccer.org

a. Club name, Team name and Age

b. Any blackout dates that a team does not want to play. Each team is allowed 2 dates that they
wish to black out from the fall schedule. This can be 2 Sundays, 2 Saturdays or a Saturday and
Sunday

c. Name of home Field name that the team will be playing on this fall (please be sure to spell the
field exactly as it appears on the EC Website and to mark it as a shared field in LeagueOne)

August 13th --- Preliminary schedule published

August 17th --- Fall League Planning Session
1. Review/modifications of schedule
2. Address any remaining issues with the Fall League

August 24™ --- Transmit schedule to State for upload to Arbiter

September 12/13th --- Play Begins

October 24™/25th --- Open weekend to allow makeup games as needed

November 2" --- Committee Meeting to review the Fall Season and make adjustments as needed

b2GSakC! vQa
The A League and Fall/Spring Season are new in East Central and will likely take a few years to work out all
of the operational details. A few points to consider which may make things easier:
1. Players have conflict with other Fall activities: Teams can club pass up to a total of 4 players per
game. These players must be registered to your club and have a valid player pass card in order to
club pass to another team --- so as an example, if you have two U-11 teams, one might register as a
C and the other as an A --- and players could club pass across to the A during the Fall.
2. Team wants to participate in tournaments: Teams have two blackout dates in order to help with
tournaments or other conflicts
3. /1 FyQid LX I & The Syinddy afterakayh Rghnge May” is for nominal planning purposes. There
are no restrictions on scheduling games on any day or time.
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